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NOTICE OF RULES RELATING TO SUWARROW NATIONAL PARK

PURSUANT to the Cook Islands Government Declaration of Cabinet, dated 29 June 1978 signed by
Gaven Donne the acting High Commissioner of NZ to the Cook Islands.

DECLARING Suwarrow to be a NATIONAL PARK of the Cook Islands

THE ENVIRONMENT SERVICE OF THE COOK ISLANDS pursuant the Environment Act 2003 is
empowered to issue rules, policies and guidelines for any areas under its control and management and

Marae Moana Act 2017, and any other relevant legislation.

THE ATTACHED RULES issued in relation to Suwarrow National Park effective as of the date of this

Notice.

DATED THE 9th DAY OF JUNE 2026

SIGNED BY THE DIRECTOR OF THE
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT OF
THE COOK ISLANDS

Mr Halatoa Fua
Director — National Environment Service (NES)

Cook Islands
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SUWARROW NATIONAL PARK RULES

DEFINITIONS
“Designated Anchorage” means a specific area designated for the mooring or anchoring of vessels.
“Director” means the Director of the National Environment Service or the Tu’anga Taporoporo

“Discharge” includes and it is not limited to deposit, throw, spill, leak, pump, pour, emit, empty or dump

material of any kind to cause pollution

“Lagoon” means a body of salt water separated from a larger body of water by a low sandbank or coral

reef

“NES” refers means to the “National Environment Service" or "Tu'anga Taporoporo" or which means the
body corporate established by Section 5 of the Environment Act 2003; and includes any of its divisions or

offices;
“Outer Reef” means a ridge of coral, beneath the surface of water

“Park Ranger” also means “Suwarrow Ranger” or any person (s) in charge of patrolling and maintaining

Suwarrow and enforcing the Rules or Regulations.
“Q Flag” means a yellow flag designating the letter Q signifying the vessel has no disease on board

“Suwarrow National Park” means the Island of Suwarrow, its lagoon including the reef surrounding
the lagoon, also the surrounding waters, being those waters extending 3.2 nautical miles outwards

from the high-water mark on the outer edge of the reef.

ENTRY INTO SUWARROW NATIONAL PARK

1. Entry into Suwarrow National Park is not permitted unless official clearance or advice has been

issued by the National Environment Service (NES) confirming that the Park is open.

2. The Park will remain closed until such time that the National Environment Service (NES) confirms
and publicly announces its opening date each year. During the closing period, entry is prohibited

unless exempted by the NES based on the following conditions :

a. No entry through the passage of Suwarrow National Park before 7am
and after 6pm.

b. The Q flag must be hoisted upon entry into Suwarrow.

c. Vessels with 12 and more persons on board require permission from the
National Environment Service prior to entry to the island.

3. Access to Suwarrow National Park is permitted upon payment of an entrance fee of:



7.

a. USD $150 per vessel for up to 2 people, staying no more than 5 days; an additional USD
$50 will be charged per person for the same period.

b. USD $50 per vessel will apply for each person staying more than 5 days in Suwarrow.
c. Vessels are not permitted to stay longer than 10 Days in Suwarrow unless it is an

emergency. Additional parking fees may also apply in such cases.
All vessels are to anchor at designated anchorage points as determined by the
Park Ranger.
All visitors are required to return to their vessels by 7pm, unless, a permission
for an extension is granted by the Park Ranger.
All visitors permitted by the Park Ranger to visit the Island of
Suwarrow must comply with these Rules.

The Entry Fees do not apply to individuals from 15 years of age and under.

PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES IN SUWARROW
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No taking from Suwarrow:-

a) any living clams shell (Paua) or any shells or flesh from any shells from the lagoon;
b) any birds or parts of any birds or any bird eggs

c) female lobsters with eggs attached;

d) female coconut crab with eggs attached,

e) any live fish;

f) any whale, whale bone, whale tooth or any part thereof;

Q) any turtle, turtle shell, turtle eggs and any part thereof;

h) any sharks and any shark parts thereof;

i) any manta rays and parts thereof;

i) any corals, dead or alive;

No tampering with bird nests with or without the birds or bird eggs.
No entry into bird or turtle nesting areas.

No use of spear guns with the lagoon of Suwarrow.

No use of firearms, explosives, and pyrotechnics.

No harassing, disturbing, harming or killing of any marine mammals.

No littering.



8. No discharging or dumping of:-
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a. any waste on the island’s sandbanks, or reefs and within the lagoon
b. any plastic, paint, oil, batteries, or other pollutants from any vessel
inside the lagoon.

No vessels are permitted:-
a) inside the lagoon without sewage holding tanks or on-board marine toilets;
b) to dump, discharge or flush any sewage holding tanks inside the lagoon;
c) to carry out any cleaning of vessels within the lagoon;
d) to leave any anchor within the lagoon before mid-day except in cases of

emergency.
No dogs, cats or any other animals are permitted except if such animals are used for biological
control agents approved by NES or any other appropriate Cook Islands Government authority.

No introduction of any non-Native terrestrial and marine, plants and animals including but not

limited to:-

a. plant or seed;

b. pest or insects;

c. virus, fungus and bacteria onto the islands;
d. introduction of ornamental flora & fauna;
e. any marine species;

No removal of sand from Suwarrow.

No person is permitted to:

a. create any nuisance while on the island;

b. operate any motorized vessel at an excessive speed within the lagoon;

C. pollute, discharge, poison, and misuse any freshwater;

d. parasail, wind surf, waterski, Jet Ski, kiteboard, and underwater scooter in the lagoon.

No cleaning of fish or dumping of any fish waste in the Suwarrow lagoon.

No use of fishing nets, poisons, or explosives to catch any marine life.

The use of narcotics on the islands is strictly prohibited in accordance with the

Narcotics and Misuse of Drugs Act 2004 and other applicable laws.

No tampering with, damage to, or removal of any historic artifact in accordance

with the Antiquities and Artifacts Act 1994-95 and other applicable laws.

No hampering, hindering, interfering, harassing, threatening and abusing or interference of the
Park Rangers.

No use of sunscreen that is not labeled as reef-safe or coral-safe.



20. The following activities are prohibited on and within Suwarrow, unless
permitted by the Park Ranger;
a. SCUBA diving;

b. Fishing;

c. Setting of fires;

d. Clearing or cutting of any vegetation;
e. Taking of freshwater;

21. The following activities are prohibited on and within Suwarrow, unless
permitted by the National Environment Office (NES);
a. Construction of any building or structure;
b. The use of drones or unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV);
c. Any scientific research;
RESTRICTED ACTIVITIE ARR!
22. The following activities are restricted on, within Suwarrow, and only with the permission from

the Park Ranger. No taking of:

a. any lobsters that is not a female or females with eggs;
b. any coconut crab that is not a female or female with eggs;
c. any fish for consumption in Suwarrow;

23. No person may visit the Islands unless a granted with permission from the Park

Ranger, subject to:

o

availability of Park Ranger;
b. accompanied by the Park Ranger (s);
c. the payment of a fee not exceeding USD $50 per person for
the accompanied visit;
d. number of visitors granted with the permission to visit Suwarrow
shall be determined by the Park Ranger;
24. All visitors permitted by the Park Ranger to visit the Island of
Suwarrow must comply with these Rules
25. The following activities are restricted on and within Suwarrow and only with the
permission from the National Environment Service (NES):
a) scientific research on Suwarrow or in any of its lagoons;
b) commercial tours on or within Suwarrow;

c) camping or sleeping overnight on any Islands of Suwarrow;



26. No commercial tours on or within Suwarrow without permission from the
National Environment Service, and subject to the payment of fees and
compliance with any requirements as determined by NES.

27. No person may sleep or camp overnight on any island without permission from
the National Environment Service.

PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION OF THE RULES

28. Any violation or breach of any of these Rules shall be subjected to the following
OR to any applicable laws of the Cook Islands:
a) On the Spot Fine not exceeding USD $500 for any violation of any of these Rules;
b) Liable to an additional penalty of up to USD$500 for each day the offence continues;
¢) Further fine, penalties or charges may apply to the owners, caretakers, or vessel users for any

environmental damage caused from any potential events not limited to grounding, wreckage

and associated debris, on and within Suwarrow lagoon.
EXEMPTIONS TO THE RULES

29. The Park Rangers or anyone else exempted by the National Environment Service (NES) can do
the following:
a) Introduce seedlings used for food or human consumption;
b) Access and harvest food sources on land and ocean in sustainable moderate portion as
appropriate, and that such harvested food shall only be eaten on Suwarrow;

c) Exemptions for scientific research and any other activities authorized by NES thereof.
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